MARYBOROUGH
Denmark to give her consent" he bridled, saying, " Lord
Churchill could not govern him nor his wife as they did the
Prince and Princess of Denmark." Halifax, who recorded
this conversation, noted in William " a great jealousy of being
thought to be governed," and added, " That apprehension
will give uneasiness to men in great places. His dislikes of
this kind have not always an immediate effect as in the
instance of Lord Churchill/5 but " like some slow poisons
work at a great distance of time." *
William accepted the arrangements made by Parliament
with good grace. He confirmed Churchill in his rank of
Lieutenant-General. He employed him practically as Com-
mander-in-Chief to reconstitute the English Army. In this
important task Churchill's military knowledge and organizing
capacity had full scope. Schomberg, who presided over the
process on William's behalf, remarked laconically to Ailesbury,
" My lord Churchill proposes all, I am sent for to say the
general consents, and Monsieur Bentinck is the secretary for
to write all."2 The Dartmouth Papers tell the same tale a year
later. " Lord Churchill is the greatest man next to Marshal
Schomberg in the army affairs." 3 Other extracts show that
Churchill did not at this time forget his old friend Legge.
" Lord Churchill has already acquainted the Prince how useful
a minister in the management of affairs you are." 4 But
Dartmouth soon fell upon evil days, and died in the Tower.
At the coronation in April Churchill was created an earl. The
reader will recall Eleanor Drake's connexion by her sister's
marriage with James Ley, first Earl of Marlborough. The
third Earl had fallen in battle at sea with the Dutch in 1665,
and the title so honourably borne had since 1680 been extinct.
We can understand why Churchill chose it for his own.
In May war was formally declared against France; and
as William was detained in England and later embroiled in
Ireland, Marlborough led the English contingent of eight
thousand men against the French in Flanders. The world
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